
         

 

RAIL RIDGE FIRE  
September 8, 2024 Morning Update 

 

Rail Ridge Quick Facts 

 

 

 

 

Headlines 

• A PUBLIC MEETING will be held TODAY Sunday, September 8, 2024 at 3 p.m. at the John Day Airbase at 
72000 Airport Road, John Day, Oregon. The meeting will be livestreamed at 
https://www.facebook.com/MalheurNationalForest (technology permitting.) 

• Find current information at https://linktr.ee/RailRidgeFire 

Closures and Evacuations 

Closures: Both the Ochoco National Forest and BLM have implemented partial closures due to the fire. For 
more details and closure maps, visit the Ochoco National Forest, Malheur National Forest, and BLM 
webpages. 

• Evacuations: For the most up-to-date evacuation information, please visit: 
Crook County: Crook County Emergency Management website and Crook County Sheriff’s 
Office Facebook page. 

• Wheeler County: Visit the Wheeler County Sheriff’s Office Facebook page for real-time updates. 
• Grant County: Grant County Emergency Management Facebook page. 

Operational Update 

Multiple thunderstorms were observed over the fire area. Most fire activity was observed on the northern edge 
of the fire again, as it burned through timber stringers and sage fields. It continues to be hung up on the ridge 
south of Dayville/Highway 26 west of the South Fork Road.  

Additional Oregon State Fire Marshal (OSFM) task forces arrived on Saturday from Benton and Washington 
Counties, as well as two from Washington state. Overnight, these crews focused on gaining situational 
awareness along the fire line, identifying and assessing structures in their assigned areas. 

Acres:  135,061 Crews: 12 

Containment: 7% Engines: 78 

Detection Date: Sept 2, 2024 Dozers: 11 

Cause: Lightning Aircraft: available as needed/as air clears 
Total resources: 636 

https://www.facebook.com/MalheurNationalForest
https://linktr.ee/RailRidgeFire
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fs.usda.gov%2Falerts%2Fochoco%2Falerts-notices%2F%3Faid%3D90382&data=05%7C02%7CAdrienne.Freeman%40usda.gov%7Ce7f72311cdb84b5fbbd808dccf513870%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638613194955012112%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wQh0Tv0rolkgVEM95wD4H0JMdEuQQ3Vhl5V6lsx9byU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/malheur/notices/?cid=STELPRD3845529
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.blm.gov%2Fprograms%2Fpublic-safety-and-fire%2Ffire-and-aviation%2Fregional-info%2Foregon-washington%2Ffire-restrictions&data=05%7C02%7CAdrienne.Freeman%40usda.gov%7Ce7f72311cdb84b5fbbd808dccf513870%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638613194955021584%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YWRZ0cIzMIlzpNgaVkPlKH9ymqL8%2FQjrqX0Da%2FpLJiY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.blm.gov%2Fprograms%2Fpublic-safety-and-fire%2Ffire-and-aviation%2Fregional-info%2Foregon-washington%2Ffire-restrictions&data=05%7C02%7CAdrienne.Freeman%40usda.gov%7Ce7f72311cdb84b5fbbd808dccf513870%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638613194955021584%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YWRZ0cIzMIlzpNgaVkPlKH9ymqL8%2FQjrqX0Da%2FpLJiY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fco.crook.or.us%2Fsheriff&data=05%7C02%7CAdrienne.Freeman%40usda.gov%7Ce7f72311cdb84b5fbbd808dccf513870%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638613194955029236%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ivDwfjrKF1C2C7XgjXwQUW7nEIwkzZA4Vd3BJQpdFLI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FCrookCountySheriff&data=05%7C02%7CAdrienne.Freeman%40usda.gov%7Ce7f72311cdb84b5fbbd808dccf513870%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638613194955034837%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ol7ND4hIAvG8BXSMnjsa0Io1d5Vz5kOlwS8r1vxi8GE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FWheelerCountySheriffsOffice&data=05%7C02%7CAdrienne.Freeman%40usda.gov%7Cbfb295424e2642f26b4d08dccf51c4c6%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638613197314107776%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XiS5L%2BEXesySBYUd82S13aTIyozS%2BGQu%2B6hK7anPVuw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fprofile.php%3Fid%3D100068819321423&data=05%7C02%7CAdrienne.Freeman%40usda.gov%7Ce7f72311cdb84b5fbbd808dccf513870%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638613194955046491%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7tR6p5hlRJvz0tDARG4ZhLwhm4W2kkmandp9UwgzQ2c%3D&reserved=0


Significant fire activity is expected to continue today. Crews will extend structural surveys and surface 
preparation around the Dayville area. OSFM crews will continue to support wildland operations while 
assessing and actively addressing structure threats.  

On the eastern and southern edges, the fire held within proposed containment lines, giving firefighters time to 
build and improve lines. Wildland, local, and OSFM crews held the fire along the Paulina Suplee Highway and 
provided protection to structures directly adjacent to the fire line.  

Weather 
The weather today is predicted to remain unsettled, with showers and occasional thunderstorms continuing 
through the morning. Clearing is anticipated for the afternoon, with light and variable winds and some relief 
from the heavy smoke. This clearing could result in more active fire behavior again. Winds are expected to 
remain light, although convective activity could result in stronger, erratic gusts. Daytime temperatures are 
expected to trend downward in the coming days, although vegetation will remain critically dry, and any new 
starts from the current lightning are anticipated to find fuels receptive for growth.  
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